
Located near Annecy urban area, the Natural reserve of Bout 
du Lac is easily reachable by bike, driving or taking the bus.  

The land is flat and has a pedestrian walkway with disabled 
access which allows visitors to discover and find out more about 
the treasures of the natural reserve.  
In summer time you can join guided tours. Find our program on 
our website : www.asters.asso.fr

Together, let’s protect nature

BOUT DU LAC D’ANNECY

Haute-Savoie

Asters
Gestionnaire des réserves naturelles de Haute-Savoie
84 route du Viéran - PAE de Pré-Mairy - 74370 PRINGY

Tél. 04 50 66 47 51 / asters@asters.asso.fr
 www.asters.asso.fr

Reserve management 
The reserve is a natural land managed by Asters, the 
conservation authority for nature in Haute-Savoie.
On this site of 84 ha, the main objective is to maintain the 
wetlands and their associated species. It is also a field of 
investigation for Scientists. 
Did you know that this place was used for agricultural 
activities in the past? Nowadays, Asters is working to find a 
balance between human activities and preservation of natural 
endangered habitats and species. 
The reserve is also a place to discover nature. The area is 
opened year-round and offer full summer program including 
walking or canoeing visits. 

C
R

É
D

IT
S

 P
H

O
TO

 : 
R

.D
O

LQ
U

E
S

 •
 P

A
S

C
A

L 
E

R
B

A
 •

 M
A

R
IO

N
 D

E
 G

R
O

O
T 

• 
JU

LI
E

N
 H

E
U

R
E

T 
• 

FR
A

N
K

 M
IR

A
M

A
N

D
 •

 M
A

LO
R

IE
 P

A
R

C
H

E
T 

- 
20

14

INFORMATIONS
www.asters.asso.fr / 04 50 66 47 51 

We also are on 

Tourist office of Sources du lac d’Annecy  
 www.sources-lac-annecy.com

Rules
Help us to reconcile leisure activities and nature protection.  
You are entering a protected area. To get the most out of the reserve 
without disturbing natural fauna and flora, please respect the 
access code and stay on the walkway. Some information boards 
located at the entrance of the reserve provide visitors with all the 
rules and regulations.

Haute-Savoie

The Tour de Beauvivier, a remain from the past
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Natural habitats 
A long time ago, Lake Annecy was far wider. The “Ire” and the 
“Eau morte”, the two main rivers supplying the lake, continue to 
deposit, year by year, alluvium in the lake.
The southern part of the reserve has therefore been filled in, to 
form a vast wetgrass land which has become the home of a wide 
diversity of species.

The wetgrass lands are particularly rich in orchids and insects 
like dragonflies. 1 . 
The reedbed has an aquatic and a terrestrial part. They have become 
particularly rare and threatened around the Lake. The natural 
reserve still hosts many different types of birds, like the reed bunting.
The forest are left to grow naturally which make good dwelling 
spaces for squirrels and other small mammals. 

Located in Doussard, the wetlands of Bout du Lac has been 
protected since 1974.
At that time, it became a natural reserve in order to protect 
the threatened wilderness and tranquility of the place.
The nature reserve of Bout du Lac d’Annecy boasts wonderful 
natural habitats created by water like forests, reedbeds, 
marshes, wetgrass lands, lakes and rivers.
You can walk there and discover its beauty and delicateness. 
Be aware of the access code and take care of nature.

Flora
Flora is also very rich in the natural reserve. The wetgrass 
lands shelter rare species of orchids. Different kinds can 
be found in the reserve and show a wide range of different 
colors, shapes and forms. Some are very rare like the “Marsh 
Gentian” 2  which can also be found in the reserve where its 
purple hue offers a lasting pleasure. 

Unfortunately, these extraordinary habitats are gradually 
being invaded by invasives species. 

Canada Goldenrod 3 , Japonese Knotweed, and Himalayan 
Balsam are settling in to the cost of local species.  
Work is being done to limit them spreading.

Fauna  
It is one of the last wild areas around Lake Annecy where urbanization 
has not yet spread. It is a sanctuary for many birds. 

Many species of ducks, find good conditions to spend the winter.  
Others birds come here yearly to reproduce, hidden in the reedbeds.
The terrestrial part of the reserve is a place for the passerines. One of them, 
the reed warbler builds a nice nest, perched between two reed stalks.
On the mammal side, the most remarkable is the beaver that was 
reintroduced on the Eau Morte in 1972. Several families are now 
settled in the reserve. As a nocturnal animal, it lives at night and is 
therefore hard to glimpse.
Last but not least, many amphibians, insects, roe deers and other wild 
animals can live freely, not far from urban areas.

Welcome in the natural reserve 
 Bout du Lac d’Annecy
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